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Outline

� Issues

� Diplomatics: 12th c. charters: Who? When? For whom?

� Palaeographical Methodology

� Tools and research

� Editions and their goals

� From ‘record type’ to comprehensive ‘digital editions’

� Date and place of production: some new attributions
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Praegothica: a 
crossroad



Praegothica
a crossroad



Praegothica -
a crossroad

Image-analysis and 
script categorisation
(Graphem-project)



Morphology & Variability 

(figs: Derolez, Palaeography of Gothic Manuscript Books, 
2003)







Collective scribal profile

� Scribal practice and graphetic system 

� Context

� Position in the word, in the line, in the phrase

� Meaning

� Interaction

� School : collective scribal profile



� Context dependant
forms



Editing the shape of a text?



Edition

� What is editing about?
� Seeing, Understanding, Communicating
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Edition

� What is editing about?
� Seeing, Understanding, Communicating

� Should we do it tacitly?
� => session on Semantic Web

� => need of ergonomic tools



Ágrip : manuscrit AM 325 II 4°, fol. 15r et 
édition de Verner Dahlerup (1880). Exemple 
cité par Odd Einar Haugen, 
« On the diplomatic turn in editorial 
philology » [en ligne] 
<http://www.dur.ac.uk/medieval.www/sagaco
nf/haugen.htm>















Exploiting 
the collective scribal profile



















Results

� Not for writer identification

� A method for :

� Coherence of a diplomatic production 
in a regional environment

� Dating, identifying the producer

� A new comprehension of 

diplomatic script / production

� Crossroad

� 2-level evolution
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� Thank you


