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ß Ottonianum for the Roman Church (962) 
 
↓ Dowry Charter for Theophanu  (972) 



1028, December, Bari 



                              → 
                                                                                                             Con- 
↑ Malcolm IV of Scotland (1159/60)             fraternity Charter from 
↓ Chirograph (Val-d’Oise, 1177)                  Saint-Martin de Canigou  
                                                                                                          (1195) 



Charter of the Lupus-Brotherhood of Cologne (1246) 



Edward I, Free Warren Charter for Roger de Pilkington  (1291) 



Charles V’s Charter for  
Philippe Duc d’Orléans 
(1367)  
                          Paris, Louvre 
 



           1316 (Curia)             1338 (Emperor Louis IV, the Bavarian)         1355 (Emperor Charles IV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
1407 (Duke Giov. M. Visconti)     1423 (King Sigismund of Hungary)     1453 (Emperor Frederic III) 



↑ 1323, Avignon, Collective Indulgence for Saint-Martin de Picquigny  
 ↓ 1363, Avignon, Collective Indulgence for the Cisterian Nuns of Herkenrode 



Sola Signatura Supplic for the Benedictines of Altenburg, undated;  
Coat of Arms from Pope Eugene IV (1431–47);  
Approbation from Cardinal Cristoforo de Rimini (1435–44) 



King Richard II for Merton  
College (1380) 
 
 
 
             Kaspar von Roggendorf for the Parish  
                                              of Pöggstall (1494) 



Kettuba of 1391/2  
from Krems close to Vienna  
(Wien, ÖNB,  
Cod. Hebr. 218) 



Foundation Charter of the Augustinian Canons of Dürnstein, 1410 



                                                                                                   Bishop Humbrecht of Basle Sells Named  
                                                                                                    Properties to the City of Basle (1400) 
 
Zweiter geschworener Brief of the City 
of Zurich (Guilt-Constitution from 1373) 
 
 



Urkunden sind original vorliegende Rechtsdokumente, die gewissen inhaltlichen und formalen 
Kriterien gehorchen.  

Charters are originally preserved legal documents which satisfy certain internal and external 
          criteria. 

Original of a Notary Document Con- 
cerning a Tranfer of Relics, Basle 1360 

Frontispice  
Illustration 
from the Chartular of Vornbach Abbey in Bavaria 
2nd Half of 12th Century 



     Foundation  
      Charter of  
       Dürnstein,  
                1410 
 
Rationale Duranti of the Austrian Ducs 
Vienna, c. 1400/10  
Vienna, ÖNB, Cod. 2765, fol. 274v 
 





Illuminierte Urkunden (im engeren Sinn) 
 

Urkunden mit figürlicher (gegenständlicher) Ausstattung, 
die historisiert sind, also auf Inhalt, Aussteller, Empfänger 
oder Rezipienten Bezug nehmen. Weiters alle Urkunden, 

die zusätzlich Farbe(n) prominent in ihr 
Gestaltungskonzept einbeziehen. 

 
Illuminated Charters (stricto sensu) 

 

Charters with figural (depictive) decoration which is 
historiated, i. e. decorated respective to content, issuer, 

recipient or user. Furthermore all charters using 
additional colour(s) prominently as a means of 

decoration. 



Ladislaus IV of Hungary Confirms 
Privileges of the Chapter of 
Preßburg/Bratislava (1278) 

Edward II of England for the City of Carlisle (1316) – The 
Scots Laying Siege to the in City July 1315 



The Abbot of Chaalis  
Promises to Have  
Masses Read  
for the Benefit of  
King Charles V of  
France (1379) 



http://www.monasterium.net/at/doc/Zajic_Roland.pdf 



The First  
Results  
Searching  
for „Initial“ 

http://www.monasterium.net 



http://www.monasterium.net 



Database Query „Initial“: 1475 Hits; Three Examples 



What the Search Doesn‘t Find: Transumpt of an Indulgence of 1514 for Geras 



What the Search Finds (right) and Doesn‘t Find (left): 
Two Collective Indulgences from Avignon of 1337  
for the Schottenstift in Vienna (left) and for Göttweig (right) 



Collective Indulgence for the Poor Clares 
of Dürnstein 1341 

Granting of a Coat of Arms by a Count 
Palatine (Pfalzgraf) 1568 



Emperor Frederic II 
1237 for Göttweig  
Penwork with 
Palmette-Decoration 

Niveau 2  
Urkunden mit gezei-
chnetem Dekor (gra-
phischer Ausstattung) 
bzw. Zierschriften, die 
über das allgemein 
Übliche der Zeit hin-
ausgehen und/oder 
einen speziellen 
Kanzleige-brauch 
dokumentieren.  
 

Level 2  
Charters with drawn 
(graphic) decoration or 
display scripts with 
decorative character, 
exceeding the con-
temporary standards 
and/or characteristic for 
the production of 
chancelleries.  



Emperor Frederic II 1237 for Göttweig (+ baroque Copy), Erla, Lambach and Raitenhaslach 



Donation from Henry II, King of Germans,  
to St. Florian (1002) 

Niveau 3: Graphische Beglaubigungsmittel (vor allem Chrismon, Monogramm, 
Rota, Rekognitionszeichen, Notariatssignets)  
Level 3: Graphic means of authentication (especially Chrismon, Monogram, Rota, 
Signum recognitionis, Signum notarile) 





– Singo rodado (1–3) 
– Pattern Book of an  
       Austrian Illuminator (4) 
– Lion as Heraldic  
       Emblem (Leon) (5) 

+ 

+ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/28433765@N07/3272274652/sizes/l/in/set-72157609471825869/�


?               Cologne, 1307 (Firenze, Archivio di Stato) 



Emperor Louis IV, the Bavarian 
1341 



Charter from the Hungarian King Lajos I Granting a Coat of Arms to Kaschau/Košice (1369) 
 
 

                                                                                              Charter from the Hungarian (and German)  
                                                                                        King Sigismund Confirming the Privilege (1423) 
 
 





 
 
LEVEL 1 □ Historiated Decoration 
                     □ Miniatures □ Initials 
                           □ Borders □ Coats of Arms 
               □ Additional Colours 
 

LEVEL 2 □ Drawn Decoration (not historiated) 
                    □ Panels  □ Initials  □ Borders 
                    □ Depictive Motives (not historiated) 
               □ Display Script (with Decorative Character) 
 

 

LEVEL 3 □ Chrismon 
               □ Monogram 
               □ Rota □ Signum recognitionis 
               □ Signum notarile 
               □ Other Means of Authenticating 
 □ Other Decoration                                martin.roland@oeaw.ac.at 
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