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A SHORT HISTORY
OF A LONG PROJECT

The Berlin department of the Monumenta Germaniae
Historica (MGH)' is working on the subseries Constitu-
tiones et acta publica imperatorum et regum of the
MGH Leges-series. The Constitutiones aim to edit a se-
lection of texts that describe written constitutional acts
emanating from the highest ranks in the mediaeval
Empire: primarily imperial privileges, writs and letters,
then their approval by the electors, alliances among
princes, regional peace treaties etc.

Eight volumes published between 1893 and 1914 in-
cluded documents up to the reign of Emperors Lewis IV
(,theBavarian’, 1314-1347) and Charles IV (1346-1378).
In the following six decades the Constitutiones had to
struggle not only with the political circumstances, but
also had to face the editorial challenges which rose
from the significantly increasing number of charters
in the 14th century. Without finding a unanimous so-
lution to this problem, four more volumes? were then
released from 1974 to 2003.

In the late 1990s the foundations had to be laid for a
Digital Edition that would enable scholarly research
on the transcribed texts long before the charters were
published as a book. To this end, the Constitutiones-
teamdevelopedachronological naming-systemforthe
single charter-files, a font for the documents written in
Early Modern High German, which —initially a proprie-
tarysolution—-wasputinanapplicationfor Unicodeand
successfully became part of its Combining Diacritics’,
and a pre-formatted, extensible template for asimple,
user-oriented scholarly editing of diplomatic texts.

DIGITAL EDITION

First published on CD-ROM, the Constitutiones from
Central and Northern Germany are now accessible
online as a work in progress. The Digital Edition of
the MGH Constitutiones Online was realised by the
TELOTA* working group of the Academy. TELOTA's
first step was to create an XML-format according to
the guidelines of the Charters Encoding Initiative
(CEl)>. The XML-encoded charters were then stored

1 http://www.mgh.de/
2 The hitherto published volumes can be accessed through
the Digital MGH: http://www.mgh.de/dmgh/
3 http://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/U0300.pdf
4 TELOTA - The electronic life of the Academy: http://www.bbaw.de/telota/
5 http://www.cei.uni-muenchen.de/
6 http://www.bbaw.de/telota/sade/
7 A Unicode font for medievalists: http://junicode.sourceforge.net/
8 http://code.google.com/p/timemap/
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in a native XML database that is part of the Scalable
Architecture for Digital Editions (SADE)®, a modular
publication framework developed by TELOTA to pres-
ent scholarly resources in the humanities online.
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Scholarly edition of
charters using a pre-
formatted template

Every charteris addressable and citable by its URL. Each
document consists of different diplomatically signifi-
cant parts which are distinguished by colours. The cri- T
tical apparatus and notes are shown at the right part - o=
of the presentation. Special characters are displayed &
by using Junicode’. Additionally, a PDF-version and
the XML-source are accessible for further use.

In nomine sancte et
individue trinitatis
feliciter amen.
Karolus quartus
divina favente
clemencia Romano-~
rum imperator

As a special feature of the MGH Constitutiones On-
line, named entities can be found in different writings
and languages via normalised search techniques. Thus
a search for the city Mainz also returns Maguntinum
and Meyntz as well as Moguntinensis as results. All
corresponding terms and names found are highlight-
ed in the list of results and in the document itself.
Additionally, the search function suggests terms which
can be queried while typing the search term. A char-
ter opened after a search can be cited with its high- y,
lighted parts. S T .
<idno>570411a</idno> CEl-encoded
document

<place>Prag</place>
<date>1357-04-11</date>
<abstract>

As an alternative visualisation option, every charter is
put on a map and atime-line®. By these means, itise. g.
feasible to trace the itinerary of the royal household in
one glance. The scrollable time-line shows an extract
of the documents issued at a certain time; the corre-
sponding places of issue are marked with red bubbles
on the map. Via a click on one of these bubbles or on
the time-line the charter can be opened directly from
the map-view. 3.

XSL transformation
into HTML, PDF and
Map View

</abstract>
<diplomaticAnalysis>
<witList>
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Urkunden Einleitung = Karte Hilfe
@ohne Ort, 1357 Febr. 21. @ Prag, 1357 April 11.
Prag, 1357 April 11.

. Anmerkungen Suche

2 mi(us) A

@Marnberg, 1357 Marz 4.
@ Marnberg, 1357 Marz 4.
Grnberg, 1357 Marz 4.
arnberg, 1357 Marz 4.

1357 (25) Karl bestatigt dem Zisterzienserinnenkioster Marienstern” in der Diozese MeiB3en folgende Zinseinkiinfte: in
570221a Eiserode zwei Mark und vier Groschen; in Jiedlitz neun Mark abziiglich zw6lf Groschen; in Bocka eine halbe
g;gg gjg Mark von der Miihle; in Zescha drei Mark und siebenundzwanzig Groschen; in Cannewitz drei Mark und neun ] b conss(en)us, A.
570304d Groschen; in Liehon drei Mark; in Sduritz (Zuricz) achtzehn Groschen; vom Lugholz bei Rackelwitz zwei

E5?[}3 [}4e: Mark polnischer Miinze und in [Grof3-] Seitschen zwel Schock Groschen. Strafandrohung 50 Mark Silber.

! Vgl auch die Urkunde Karls IV.
i : fiir Marenstern von 1374 Juni
.‘57'[]'5'2'[1'65 13(740613a).
5706232 A: Kloster Marienstern “Nr. 111™ stark beschadigtes MS an SF; Monogramm; auf dem Bug rechts: P(er)
570629a
5707052 d(ominum) p(re}p(osi}tu 1
570706a |
570817a 7 R[egistratu}m Hertwic(us), vorm Empfanger: Confirmacio Karoli impl(er)ator(is) dat(a).
570817b
570817c z =
R: Knothe, Nachtrdge S. 313 Nr. 13. —RBM 6 S. 314 Nr. 559.

570923a
571027a |
g;]?{ﬂ'b E: Knothe, Urkundliche Geschichte Marienstern S. 55 — Kohler, Wirtschaftsgeschichte Marienstern

a
571104b S. 87-98, bes. 5. 90.
571108a
571109a
571109b
571109¢c n nomine sancte et indiviue trinitatis" feliciter amen. ||Karolus quartus divina favente clemencia
S7111a .
571118a CIMANOIE 1mperator

®@und Ooder OPhrase

Suchergebnisse pro Seite:
-Suche

: [ 2, auf der Riickseite: b |
e | Mo Tipps zur Suche
e : Rechtsseitige und linksseitige
!} Trunkierung ist mit dem
Jun —— |I' IHI‘I;W = Sonderzeichen Stern (%) maglich.
Weiterhin steht lhnen das

Kate | satenit | Getande |
ST Fragezeichen (7) als Platzhalter fiir
e ein oder kein Zeichen zur Verfligung.

" Prag, 1357 April 11
| bestatigt dem Zisterzienserinnenkloster Marienstern in der Didgzese Meiken folgende
seinkinfte: in Eiserode zwei Mark und vier Groschen; in J... mehr

semper augustusﬂ et Boemie rex. [Ad p(er}petuam rei memoriam.| Ad hoc

1358 (26) ! s 1 dispensaclone presidis principal(is} monarchie obtinuimus dignitatem, ad hoc sacri Romani

1%2?} ;g% imperii suscepimus d}-‘adema, ut, =i ad alia extrinseca debita sollicitudo nes provocet, ad ea tamen,
1361 (19)
1362 (24) !

(

(

(

E ue statum felicem et quietum ac

1363 220) religiosa.rum conspiciu[n}t, tanto intendamus uberius, quanto nlost)r{u)m p[re} ceteris mundi
(
(
(

incrementa gr[aci}a.rum, iurivm et libertarum p[er}sona.m[m}

1364 (17)
1365 (11) principib(us} solium magniﬂcencius erexit celestis providencia conditor
1366 (13)
1367 (18)

is. San(e) plro) plar)te

W

religiosa.ru[m} ..abbatisse et ..convenrus s(an)e(t)imonialiu(m) monasterii Mariestelle Mizznen(sis)
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